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Featuring soloist Aparna Ramaswamy, Ragamala Dance has been presented at
prestigious festivals and theaters worldwide for performing innovative works within

the classical tradition of Bharatanatyam, the dance of southern India. Artistic
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tradition. Ragamala utilizes the beauty, vitality, and remarkable physicality of
Bharatanatyam to create muitével collaborations that communicate personal
expressions of spirituality and emotiorconcepts that are universal and speak to the
contemporary experience.

Ragamala offers one of the most respected and soiadfer residency programs in
the country, encouraging young people to explore the arts and culture of India while
inspiring them to respect diversity.



About the Artistic Directors

RANEE RAMASWAMY
Founder/Artistic Director/Choreographer/Principal Dancer

Raneehas been a master teacher and performer of Bharatanatyam in
the United States since 1978. Since 1984, she has been a disciple of
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has received many grants and fellowships, including 13 McKnight
Artist Fellowships in the categories of Choreography and
Interdisciplinary Art, a Bush Fellowship for Choreography, a LIN Grant
from the St. Paul Companies, and an Artist Exploration Fund Grant
from Arts International (New York). Her work is supported by the
National Endowment for the Arts, the Minnesota State Arts Board,

The National Dance Project, and the Japan Foundation. In 2004, she
was named one of the "Artists of the Year" by the Minnea®i&s

Tribune Throughout her career, Ranee has worked with celebrated
artists of diverse backgrounds and disciplines, such as poet Robert Bly,
jazz musician Howard Levy, African dance troupdiidance

Company, Deaf actress Nic Zapko, virtuoso music ensemble Speaking
in Tongues, virtuoso composers Shubhendra ([Rdar)and Saskia Rao
(Indian cello) of New Delhi, India, and Taiko drumming group Wadaiko
Ensemble Tokara of Nagano, Japan. Ranee's work has been
commissioned by Zenon Dance Company, the University of
Minnesota's Interplay Series, composer Jan Gilbert, the Walker Art
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APARNA RAMASWAMY
Artistic Director/Choreographer/Principal Dancer

Born in India and raised in the United States, Aparna is a protégé of
Alarmel Valli, the world's leading exponent of Bharatanatyam.
Described a%a marvel of buoyant agility and sculptural

clarity" (Dance Magazine)Aparna has been featured at prestigious
venues throughout the United States and abroad, both as a soloist and
as principal dancer with Ragamala. She has been awarded several
honors, including a McKnight Artist Fellowship for Dancers, a
McKnight Artist Fellowship for Choreography, a Bush Fellowship for
Choreography, an Arts and Religion in the Twin Cities grant, funded by
the Rockefeller Foundation, two Jerome Foundation Travel Study
Grants, an Artist Exploration Fund Grant from Arts International (New
York), the Lakshmi Vishwanathan Endowment Prize from Sri Krishna
Gana Sabha (Chennai, India), and the Sage Award for Best Dancer
(Minneapolis, Minnesota). Aparna's choreography is supported by the
National Endowment for the Arts, the National Dance Project, the
Japan Foundation, and the Minnesota State Arts Board, and has been
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Center and the Southern Theatéost recently, Aparna has become

the first Bharatanatyam artist to be named one of "25 to watch"

by Dance Magazine




"Ragamala does proud justice to Indian culture. An entertaining, at times sublime,
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such precision and grace [Yathra] is a mesmerizing piece, inspiring awe

and gratitude in equal measure. Ragamala are exceptional to see,
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T The British Theatre Guidé@edinburgh, U.K.)
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dance, crossultural collaboration, and spiritual meaning."
T Minneapolis Star Tribune (MN)

"At once iconic and explosive, Aparna
Ramaswamy infuses the formal rigor of
Bharatanatyam with fluid spontaneity and
rock star allure.”

T Dance Magazine (U.S.)
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rolls across the audience; their happy and powerful

beauty is one we understand and aspire to."

T Minneapolis/St. Paul Magazine (MN)
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Indian dance can be as diverse as the world as a whole."

T South Florida Sun Sentinel (Lake Worth, FL)

"There is but one word to describe such performances, which last mere
moments and leave impressions for a lifetifkat word is breathtaking. "
T Audience response (Towson, MD)

"Ranee Ramaswamy and Aparna Ramaswamy, the mother and daughter artistic
directors of Ragamala, are no strangers to croskural matchups but this latest
experiment shows just how adept they are at finding commonality without
compromising the true essence of either form.City Pages (Minneapolis, MN)



Touring Highlights

Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts (Washington, D.C.)
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